
Greetings from the saints at Grace Baptist Church 
in northern Indiana. We trust that your year-

end, like ours, was a rich reminder of  the miraculous 
incarnation of  the Son of  God, who came to seek 
and save the lost, giving his life as a ransom for many. 
What a thrilling part of  God’s grand, gracious plan 
of  redemption. During the month of  December our 
congregation engaged in a number of  Christmas 
activities—advent themed sermons, a ladies gathering, 
and an evening Christmas Recital and Carol Sing 
which involved many of  our children and young 
people exercising their musical talents on a variety 
of  instruments (clarinet, violin, piano, trumpet, 
bagpipes) interspersed with Scripture readings and 
congregational carol singing.

With the arrival of  the new year, our more regular 
schedule and activities have recommenced.

Pastor Aaron Hoak has resumed our weekly 
exposition through Genesis from the Sunday morning 
pulpit; our recently formed small group home studies 
(engaging a good percentage of  our adults) are back 
in operation; and we are excited that our numerous 
college students are returning to us following their 
Christmas break.

As we reflect on the past year, our hearts are 
filled with thankfulness. We added a 2nd elder, Greg 
Holladay. He is a retired pastor who now serves our 
congregation as a lay elder. Over the past few months 
we have witnessed God’s rich blessing in additions to 
our congregation. We have had about a dozen people 
added to our membership and have celebrated several 
baptisms. These increases have prompted the need 
to be more creative in the use of  our facility space 
in order to accommodate new Sunday School classes 
and more crowded worship services—for which we 
are exceedingly grateful. With this growth, we are 
increasingly thankful for the unity of  the Spirit, and 
the faithfulness of  God’s people to preserve it. We 
eagerly look forward to watching the hand of  God at 
work in our midst in the new year as He accomplishes 
His good purposes for His glory and pleasure.

For the leadership and congregation
of  Grace Baptist Church,

Greg Holladay & Aaron Hoak

Our Lord not only promised persecution for His 
servants (Matt. 5:10-12), but also trials (1 Peter 

1:6, 7). As I reflected on this truth I thought of  
many missionaries and their wives who have suffered 
trials yet remained faithful. My mind went to Sarah 
Boardman Judson. Who is Sarah Boardman Judson?

Sarah’s place in history is well earned as a pioneer 
missionary wife, hymn writer, teacher of  women, 
founder of  schools for children who were considered 
outcasts by the general Burmese population, translator, 
loving mother, and winner of  many souls to Christ 
through her efforts. She translated Pilgrim’s Progress into 
Burmese and also translated material into the Peguan 
language.  

Sarah Boardman Judson persevered through many 
severe trials. She had 11 children, but only 6 survived. 
She lost her first husband, George Boardman, as she 
labored with him among the Karen people in Burma. 
After he died she remained in Burma exercising a 
ministry among the Karen women and seeing much 
fruit while taking her young son George with her. And, 
oh, did I mention she lived in the wild jungle with the 
Karen people?

Adoniram Judson heard of  her dedication and soon 
married her. Then, Sarah learned the language of  the 
despised people called the Peguans. Once learned she 
translated tracts. However, during all this time she 
suffered at times from dysentery. Many efforts were 
made to bring relief  including sea voyages. Finally, 
she and Adoniram were advised that the only hope 
of  survival was another sea voyage. The ship reached 
the Island of  St. Helena and there she died leaving 
Adoniram six motherless children. 

Afflictions? Yes, so many, but Sarah is just one 
representative of  a woman who in her youth gave 
herself  completely to Jesus Christ, loved Him, and 
received the words of  her Savior, “Well done.” The 
church needs young women like Sarah. Are you willing 
to give your daughters to Jesus for His great kingdom 
work? 

– Mark Chanski, RBNet Coordinator

From the Coordinator
Pray Without Ceasing

From The Autobiography of  George Muller (pp. 227-229):
“November 20 – The boiler at the new Orphan 

House No. 1 leaked considerably. What then was to be 
done? For the children, especially the younger infants, 
I was deeply concerned that they would suffer for lack 
of  warmth. But how were we to obtain heat? The 
installation of  a new boiler would probably take many 
weeks. Repairing the boiler was a questionable matter, 
because of  the size of  the leak. What was to be done in 
the meantime to find warm rooms for three hundred 
children After the day was set for the repairs, a bleak 
north wind set in, bringing the first really cold weather 
of  the winter.

“The repairs could not be put off, so I asked the 
Lord for two things—that He would change the north 
wind into a south wind, and that He would give to 
the workmen a desire to work. I remembered how 
much Nehemiah accomplished in fifty-two days while 
building the walls of  Jerusalem because ‘the people had 
a mind to work’ (Neh 4:6).

“The memorable day came. The evening before, 
the bleak north wind still blew, but on Wednesday, the 
south wind blew, exactly as I had prayed.

“The weather was so mild that no heat was needed. 
About half-past eight in the evening, when I was 
going to leave for my home, the repair manager said, 
‘The men will work late this evening and come very 
early again tomorrow.’ ‘We would rather, sir,’ said the 
foreman, ‘work all night:’

“Then I remembered the second part of  my 
prayer—that God would give the men ‘a mind to 
work.’ By the next morning, the repair of  the boiler was 
accomplished. Within thirty hours, the brickwork was 
up again and fire was in the boiler. All the time, the 
south wind blew so mildly that there was not the least 
need for any heat.”

“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17).
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Mission Thoughts

– Gordon Taylor, RBNet Support
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Church Updates

Praying for each other more specifically,
encouraging one another

with what the LORD is doing,
“Rejoicing with those who rejoice,
weeping with those who weep.”

Grace Baptist Church, 
Warsaw, IN Aaron Hoak, Pastor



We have a tremendous praise in that not only were 
we privileged to become part of  the Reformed 

Baptist Network, but also we moved to a new building 
on January 1st of  this year. The building is a former 
Presbyterian church building with much more space 
and parking to accommodate our ministry needs. 
This is an answer to much prayer. Having existed in 
non-traditional church buildings up to this point, it 
is a breath of  fresh air throughout our congregation 
in which we have already seen fresh faces spring 
up. Another blessing is its location as it is directly 
in downtown Plymouth. This allows us to reach the 
Plymouth community with new ministry opportunities 
in ways we have been limited in before.

 We are asking for prayer as we are still learning the 
new waters to navigate with the building as well as with 
embarking on these new ministry opportunities. Please 
pray for our continued community outreach on behalf  
of  God’s Kingdom. 

 We want to extend our thanks and appreciation 
for being given the opportunity to become a part of  
a network of  fellow brothers and sisters in Christ with 
the Reformed Baptist Network.

Blessings,
Brandon Richie

Pastor, Grace Community Christian Church

Hello RBNet Brethren, we greet you in the name of  
our Lord Jesus Christ!

First, we want to thank you, RBNet churches, for the 
prayer and support you have given our church this past 
year, and we are truly blessed because of  you. 

Recently, one of  our dear members went through 
church discipline. She went through the process of  
church discipline, and after 13 months, she was fully 
restored as a member of  our church on Jan. 8. While 
giving her the right hand of  fellowship, our church 
surrounded this young lady with love. We shared many 
tears, hugs, and encouraging thoughts on that day. 
Though challenging at times for us as shepherds, our 
church saw firsthand the obligation we have to keep 
the church pure and they saw the goal of  discipline is 
restoration. 

We continue evangelizing our city by going out to 
Planned Parenthood, Balboa Park, and the San Diego 
Rescue Mission with the gospel to glorify God.

Currently, we have two pastoral interns. They are a 
blessing to work with; both have stepped up in ministry 
and are serving the body well. Also, we have lost two 
deacons to relocation and another stepped down in 
good standing to help and serve his family better. But, 
praise be to God, we currently have another brother 
who is going through the diaconate process and should 
be installed in February sometime. It’s encouraging to 
see him grow.  

Prayer requests:
•	 Please pray for more Deacons to be raised up
•	 To meet our budget shortfall for 2023
•	 To continue growing in faith, love, and obedience
•	 To purchase land for the work in India to further 

our Gospel reach
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To our brothers and sisters in the RB Net,

It’s a privilege for our church family to get to be 
a part of  what the Lord is doing with the Reformed 
Baptist Network. We are grateful for the fellowship 
He has given us with like minded brethren and we’re 
excited to see how the Lord might guide us and grow 
us as we serve Him together.

We had our first service in May of  2021, and we 
quickly outgrew our first building. Since then we’ve 
seen a steady stream of  visitors along with many 
families that occasionally join us for worship, but 
currently we only have four families that attend every 
service. Planting the church here has been a great 
learning opportunity, and we are hopeful for what the 
Lord has planned for us. If  it is God’s will for our 
church to grow, we have confidence that He will grow 
us and give us opportunities to proclaim the Gospel 
to the lost.

If  you feel led to pray for us, please pray for our 
members and their families that are dealing with 
terminal cancers and the loss of  loved ones. Please 
pray that God would grow our church and that we 
would have resources to do more. Pray, also, for us 
to have opportunities to witness to the lost in our 
community.

Jesse Ciccone, Pastor

Faithful and True Baptist Church,
Clifton, CO

Brandon Richie, Pastor

Grace Community Christian Church		
Plymouth, IN


