
Bavinck in his book, The Science of  Missions writes, 
“The glory of  God is repeatedly referred to in 

Scripture as the ultimate purpose.” Among the many 
Scriptures he lists is Psalm 83:18 “that they may know 
that you alone, whose name is the LORD, are the Most 
High over all the earth.” My mind went to Q 1 of  the 
Shorter Catechism.

“What is the chief  end of  Man? The chief  end of  
man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” I have 
meditated briefly on the word, “and.” 

One of  the goals of  the 
gospel is that men will enjoy 
God. However, before God 
can be enjoyed men must 
learn to fear God, know 
they are guilty, know they 
are under the wrath of  God, 
and know that God is able 
to cast both body and soul 
into hell. Enjoy this God? Oh, yes because once men 
learn to fear God by the gracious work of  the Spirit 
they will see there is a mediator who, in the words 
of  John Newton’s hymn, Let Us Love and Sing and 
Wonder, “He has hushed the law’s loud thunder, He 
has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame: He has washed us 
with us with His blood, He has brought us nigh to 
God.”  

Once the sinner sees that the justice of  God has been 
satisfied, then he will be able to begin to comprehend 
the amazing love of  God and enjoy Him. Scripture 
gives us a taste of  the joy that saints have in God. 
Consider this verse from Malachi 1:11. 

“My name shall be great among the Gentiles; in every 
place incense shall be offered to My name, and a pure 
offering; for My name shall be great among the nations, 
says the LORD of  hosts”.

The incense is symbolic of  the best gifts being 
offered to the Lord in pure worship with loving joyful 
abandonment because of  what God has done in saving 
a guilty sinner. 

Incense offered out of  pure joy! Let the nations be 
glad! 

Dear Brethren,
We extend hearty greetings to you from the 

Reformed Baptist Church of  Lafayette, NJ. Amidst 
the social and cultural confusion of  our time, the Lord 
continues to grace us with strength and tenacity of  
conviction as regards the truth and sufficiency of  His 
Word.

As with many churches across the country, our church 
has had its share of  members relocating to other States. 
Over the past several months we have had 10 members 
along with their children making such a move. With the 
resultant challenges, we are nevertheless confident that 
the Lord will continue to see us through in the days 
ahead.

We are thankful to the Lord for a young couple who 
has been faithfully attending our fellowship for almost 
a year and for the work that He has been clearly doing 
in their lives. Please pray that they would both come to 
faith in Christ.

As far as the teaching ministry is concerned, 
Pastor Harrison has been going through the Epistle 
to the Hebrews on Sunday Mornings and the Book 
of  Deuteronomy on Wednesday evenings. Having 
surveyed the life and ministry of  the Apostle Paul in 
the past year, Pastor Horjus continues to refresh us 
with a variety of  Biblical themes on the 3rd Sunday of  
each month.

As part of  our efforts in leadership development, we 
have in recent months been seeking to train two of  our 
men in the ministry of  the Word. We are trusting that 
the Lord would bring these efforts to very good and 
useful effect.

As you intercede for us, please pray that the Lord 
would enable us to remain focused and firm in the 
ministry He has assigned us. Also, that as we progress 
through the year, the Lord would be pleased to reward 
our efforts in the salvation of  souls.

 – Gratefully yours,
Elders Patrick Harrison & Phil Horjus for

Reformed Baptist Church of  Lafeyette  
– Mark Chanski, RBNet Coordinator

Welcome, John Divito

John Divito was just added 
to the staff  of  RBNet as a 

part-time Communications and 
Content Editor. This addition 
was discussed and approved 
during our Bremen GA, with this 
job description:

The Communications and Content Editor will develop and 
facilitate RBNet’s online efforts to solicit, create, and promote 
content for RBNet’s Core Values and cooperative missions 
efforts. This position will serve the churches of  the Network 
by providing more accessible and understandable content and 
updates on RBNet missionaries and projects, as well as growing 
an awareness and interest in evangelism, missions, and church 
planting. It will also seek to spread and promote Reformed 
Baptist perspectives on theological and current issues, in line 
with RBNet’s Core Values. The Communications and Content 
Editor must be a man with pastoral discernment, a heart for 
the work of  RBNet, who also has some technical ability and 
experience in online technology and communication.”

The Communications Editor will work under the authority 
of  the RBNet Coordinator and the Personnel and Finance 
Committee.  He will also automatically serve as a non-
voting member of  the Missions Committee, working under 
the direction of  the Missions Committee in communicating 
Network priorities.

The Missions Committee, The Personnel & Finance 
Committee, along with the Coordinator, joined forces 
to do the candidate sifting and interviewing.

We’re delighted to have John on board for this 
strategic role. We trust he’s The Lord’s key for 
unlocking many a cyberspace door for us. May the 
Spirit of  God who anointed Bezalel Son of  Hur (Ex. 
35:31), fill John for this kingdom building assignment, 
to the glory of  the King of  kings.  (1 Thess 5:17).
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Dear RBNet family,

Thank you for your prayers and support in 
our cooperate work of  sending missionaries, making 
disciples, planting churches and training leaders. It is 
a joy to work alongside of  you!

Additionally, thank you for your prayers for our 
local congregation in Owensboro, KY. This fall, 
we will have the joy of  celebrating 50 years as a 
congregation! Planted in 1973 under the leadership 
of  Ted Christman, our congregation has been 
the object of  a half-century of  God’s mercy and 
kindness. 

Join us in thanking God for this milestone 
and please pray with us for all the planning and 
preparation that is to take place as we seek to “raise 
our Ebenezer” and memorialize God’s help to 
us these last 50 years. We desire that He would be 
glorified and that He would continue to pour his 
gracious oil into our lamp-stand for another 50 years 
and beyond - if  our Lord tarries.

We feel ourselves—in many ways—to be the very 
least of  the all the churches in our Network. Pray 
that the Lord would keep us faithful and true, that 
we would not lose our saltiness, and that we would 
be His people and proclaim His excellencies in 
Owensboro.

– Every blessing,
Mark Redfern

Dear RBNET churches and friends,

God has been blessing Pioneer Valley Baptist 
Chapel in great ways these past few months. I’m sure 
many of  you get many scam emails as I do.  Nevertheless, 
one seemingly “suspicious” email I received turned out 
to be a tremendous blessing to our church.  I received 
an email with an offer of  an 85-inch Ultra HD T.V. 
from a Christian lady who lives in Jamaica. To add to 
the suspicion she said her son, who worked in N.Y.C 
died last year but lived near our church.  She wanted 
to donate the T.V. to a Bible believing church who 
was located near the storage facility where her son’s 
belongings were.  To make a long story short, it was not 
a scam, and we now have replaced the tiny T.V. in our 
downstairs sanctuary with this HUGE T.V. Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow! Please pray for this dear 
lady named Malini in her time of  grief. Also pray that 
the Lord would graciously redeem her husband, who is 
a Hindu.

Another blessing has been the high number of  
visitors we have had recently.  About 20 different people 
from a local Pentecostal church have come to reformed 
convictions and have been worshipping with us. They 
are extremely passionate about the Word of  God and 
have been very faithful in attendance.  The church they 
are coming from seems to be very unhealthy, promoting 
the health, wealth, and prosperity “gospel.”  Please pray 
that we stay humble and can minister to these dear 
saints.

One faithful Christian lady and longtime church 
member recently died peacefully in her sleep.  Her name 
was Mrs. Shirley Henault.  Please pray for her family in 
their time of  grief.  But praise be to God that we are not 
those who have no hope in life or in death!

God bless you all!
– In Christ,

Pastor Andrew Guidara

As we welcome a new year in, we pause to reflect on the 
year just ended. Despite turbulent times all around 

us, our church has experienced a very blessed year!  Our 
attendance is increasing, visitors come nearly every week, 
we have added 10 new members, including the parents of  
a family of  10 that were previously members and moved to 
New Mexico for job reasons three years ago. They decided 
they were missing our church family enough that he quit 
his job and moved back! We also have three new families 
that have started attending regularly and will probably be 
joining in the future.

Since our inception 21 years ago, we have been primarily 
a commuter church, with people attending from the entire 
metro area. While we have focused our efforts on our 
surrounding communities, it seems that our mission may 
be larger than our plans! Instead of  reducing the size of  
our commuting circle, it has expanded! We now have a 
family that travels two hours from Laramie, Wy, on days 
when the weather permits. A young lady comes almost as 
far from the south. From almost the northern edge of  
Colorado Springs, we have people from 100 miles in the 
mountains in Bailey that attend when they can. Two of  our 
member families moved nearly to Fort Collins and now 
commute 50 miles, and the list goes on! Thankfully, we 
have one family that lives nearby, so they can come early 
and turn on the heat to get the building warmed up for 
the rest of  us!

Pastor Doug has been preaching through Luke the last 
couple months; it has been a real blessing to learn the 
differences between the message of  Luke compared to 
Matthew, especially regarding the genealogies! Prior to 
Luke, Doug preached a 5-part series on the Creeds that 
was very interesting and rewarding! In Sunday School, we 
went through the 1689 in great detail, and are currently 
studying the Law of  God—a class on Understanding and 
Loving God’s Law Today!  

We have a very active Men’s group that meets for 
breakfast two times per month, and a Lady’s breakfast that 
meets once a month, and holds weekly Bible Study on 
Wednesday nights.   

We continue to be excited by the privilege of  spreading 
God’s word to a needy area, where only approximately 7% 
of  the population attends church at all! Please include us in 
your prayers, and pray for God to awaken our community 
to their need for a Savior!
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